
 

 
Measure #126: Diabetes Mellitus: Diabetic Foot and Ankle Care, Peripheral Neuropathy – 

Neurological Evaluation 
 
2009 PQRI REPORTING OPTIONS: CLAIMS-BASED, REGISTRY 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Percentage of patients aged 18 years and older with a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus who had a 
neurological examination of their lower extremities within 12 months 

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
This measure is to reported a minimum of once per reporting period for patients with diabetes 
mellitus seen during the reporting period. Evaluation of neurological status in patients with diabetes 
to assign risk category and therefore have appropriate foot and ankle care to prevent ulcerations 
and infections ultimately reduces the number and severity of amputations that occur. Risk 
catagorization and follow up treatment plan should be done according to the following table: 
 
Risk Categorization System: 
 
Category Risk Profile                                          Evaluation Frequency 
0 Normal Annual 
1 Peripheral Neuropathy (LOPS)             Semi-annual 
2 Neuropathy, deformity, and/or PAD Quarterly 
3 Previous ulcer or amputation               Monthly to quarterly 
 
This measure may be reported by non-MD/DO clinicians who perform the quality actions described 
in the measure based on the services provided and the measure-specific denominator coding. 

 
Measure Reporting via Claims:  
Line-item ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, and patient demographics are used to identify 
patients who are included in the measure’s denominator. G-codes are used to report the numerator 
of the measure. 
 
When reporting the measure via claims, submit the listed ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, 
and the appropriate numerator G-code. All measure-specific coding should be reported ON THE 
SAME CLAIM.   

 
NUMERATOR: 
Patients who had a lower extremity neurological exam performed at least once within 12 months 

 
Definition:  
Lower Extremity Neurological Exam – Consists of a documented evaluation of motor 
and sensory abilities including reflexes, vibratory, proprioception, sharp/dull and 5.07 
filament detection. 
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Numerator Quality-Data Coding Options for Reporting Satisfactorily: 
 Lower Extremity Neurological Exam Performed 
 G8404: Lower extremity neurological exam performed and documented 
OR 
 Lower Extremity Neurological Exam not Performed for Documented Reasons 

G8406: Clinician documented that patient was not an eligible candidate for lower extremity 
neurological exam measure 

OR 
Lower Extremity Neurological Exam not Performed 

 G8405: Lower extremity neurological exam not performed 
 

DENOMINATOR: 
All patients aged 18 years and older with a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus 

  
Denominator Criteria (Eligible Cases): 
Patients aged ≥ 18 years on date of encounter 
AND 
Diagnosis for diabetes (line-item ICD-9-CM): 250.00, 250.01, 250.02, 250.03, 250.10, 
250.11, 250.12, 250.13, 250.20, 250.21, 250.22, 250.23, 250.30, 250.31, 250.32, 250.33, 
250.40, 250.41, 250.42, 250.43, 250.50, 250.51, 250.52, 250.53, 250.60, 250.61, 250.62, 
250.63, 250.70, 250.71, 250.72, 250.73, 250.80, 250.81, 250.82, 250.83, 250.90, 250.91, 
250.92, 250.93  
AND 
Patient encounter during the reporting period (CPT): 11040, 11041, 11042, 11043, 
11044, 11055, 11056, 11057, 11719, 11720, 11721, 11730, 11740, 97001, 97002, 97802, 
97803, 99201, 99202, 99203, 99204, 99205, 99212, 99213, 99214, 99215, 99241, 99242, 
99243, 99244, 99245, 99251, 99252, 99253, 99254, 99255, 99304, 99305, 99306, 99307, 
99308, 99309, 99310, 99324, 99325, 99326, 99327, 99328, 99334, 99335, 99336, 99337, 
99341, 99342, 99343, 99344, 99345, 99347, 99348, 99349, 99350 

 
RATIONALE:  
Foot ulceration is the most common single precursor to lower extremity amputations among 
persons with diabetes. Treatment of infected foot wounds accounts for up to one-quarter of all 
inpatient hospital admissions for people with diabetes in the United States. Peripheral sensory 
neuropathy in the absence of perceived trauma is the primary factor leading to diabetic foot 
ulcerations. Approximately 45-60% of all diabetic ulcerations are purely neuropathic. Other forms of 
neuropathy may also play a role in foot ulcerations. Motor neuropathy resulting in anterior crural 
muscle atrophy or intrinsic muscle wasting can lead to foot deformities such as foot drop, equinus, 
and hammertoes. In people with diabetes, 22.8% have foot problems – such as amputations and 
numbness – compared with 10% of nondiabetics. Over the age of 40 years old, 30% of people with 
diabetes have loss of sensation in their feet. 

 
CLINCAL RECOMMENDATION STATEMENTS: 
Recognizing important risk factors and making a logical, treatment-oriented assessment of the 
diabetic foot requires a consistent and thorough diagnostic approach using a common language. 
Without such a method, the practitioner is more likely to overlook vital information and to pay 
inordinate attention to less critical points in the evaluation. A useful examination will involve 
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identification of key risk factors and assignment into appropriate risk category. Only then can an 
effective treatment plan be designed and implemented. (ACFAS/ACFAOM Clinical Practice 
Guidelines) 
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Measure #127: Diabetes Mellitus: Diabetic Foot and Ankle Care, Ulcer Prevention –  

Evaluation of Footwear 
  
2009 PQRI REPORTING OPTIONS: CLAIMS-BASED, REGISTRY 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Percentage of patients aged 18 years and older with a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus who were 
evaluated for proper footwear and sizing  

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
This measure is to reported a minimum of once per reporting period for patients with diabetes 
mellitus seen during the reporting period. This measure may be reported by non-MD/DO clinicians 
who perform the quality actions described in the measure based on the services provided and the 
measure-specific denominator coding. 

 
Measure Reporting via Claims:  
Line-item ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, and patient demographics are used to identify 
patients who are included in the measure’s denominator. G-codes are used to report the numerator 
of the measure. 
 
When reporting the measure via claims, submit the listed ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, 
and the appropriate numerator G-code. All measure-specific coding should be reported ON THE 
SAME CLAIM.  

 
NUMERATOR: 
Patients who were evaluated for proper footwear and sizing at least once within 12 months 

 
Definition:  
Evaluation for Proper Footwear – Includes a foot examination documenting the vascular, 
neurological, dermatological, and structural/biomechanical findings. The foot should be 
measured using a standard measuring device and counseling on appropriate footwear 
should be based on risk categorization. 
 
Numerator Quality-Data Coding Options for Reporting Satisfactorily: 

 Footwear Evaluation Performed 
 G8410: Footwear evaluation performed and documented 
OR 
 Footwear Evaluation not Performed for Documented Reasons 

G8416: Clinician documented that patient was not an eligible candidate for footwear 
evaluation measure 

OR 
 Footwear Evaluation not Performed 
 G8415: Footwear evaluation was not performed 
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DENOMINATOR: 
All patients aged 18 years and older with a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus 

 
Denominator Criteria (Eligible Cases): 
Patients aged ≥ 18 years on date of encounter 
AND 
Diagnosis for diabetes (line-item ICD-9-CM): 250.00, 250.01, 250.02, 250.03, 250.10, 
250.11, 250.12, 250.13, 250.20, 250.21, 250.22, 250.23, 250.30, 250.31, 250.32, 250.33, 
250.40, 250.41, 250.42, 250.43, 250.50, 250.51, 250.52, 250.53, 250.60, 250.61, 250.62, 
250.63, 250.70, 250.71, 250.72, 250.73, 250.80, 250.81, 250.82, 250.83, 250.90, 250.91, 
250.92, 250.93 
AND 
Patient encounter during the reporting period (CPT): 11040, 11041, 11042, 11043, 
11044, 11055, 11056, 11057, 11719, 11720, 11721, 11730, 11740, 97001, 97002, 97802, 
97803, 99201, 99202, 99203, 99204, 99205, 99212, 99213, 99214, 99215, 99241, 99242, 
99243, 99244, 99245, 99251, 99252, 99253, 99254, 99255, 99304, 99305, 99306, 99307, 
99308, 99309, 99310, 99324, 99325, 99326, 99327, 99328, 99334, 99335, 99336, 99337, 
99341, 99342, 99343, 99344, 99345, 99347, 99348, 99349, 99350 

 
RATIONALE:  
Foot ulceration is the most common single precursor to lower extremity amputations among 
persons with diabetes. Shoe trauma, in concert with loss of protective sensation and concomitant 
foot deformity, is the leading event precipitating foot ulceration in persons with diabetes. Treatment 
of infected foot wounds accounts for up to one-quarter of all inpatient hospital admissions for 
people with diabetes in the United States. Peripheral sensory neuropathy in the absence of 
perceived trauma is the primary factor leading to diabetic foot ulcerations. Approximately 45-60% 
of all diabetic ulcerations are purely neuropathic. In people with diabetes, 22.8% have foot 
problems – such as amputations and numbness – compared with 10% of nondiabetics. Over the 
age of 40 years old, 30% of people with diabetes have loss of sensation in their feet. 

 
CLINCAL RECOMMENDATION STATEMENTS: 
The multifactorial etiology of diabetic foot ulcers is evidenced by the numerous pathophysiologic 
pathways that can potentially lead to this disorder. Among these are two common mechanisms by 
which foot deformity and neuropathy may induce skin breakdown in persons with diabetes. The 
first mechanism of injury refers to prolonged low pressure over a bony prominence (i.e., bunion or 
hammertoe deformity). This generally causes wounds over the medial, lateral, and dorsal aspects 
of the forefoot and is associated with tight or ill-fitting shoes. (ACFAS/ACFAOM Clinical Practice 
Guidelines)
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Measure #163: Diabetes Mellitus: Foot Exam 

 
2009 PQRI REPORTING OPTIONS: CLAIMS-BASED, REGISTRY, MEASURES GROUP 

DESCRIPTION: 
The percentage of patients aged 18 through 75 years with diabetes who had a foot examination      
  
INSTRUCTIONS:  
This measure is to be reported a minimum of once per reporting period for patients with diabetes 
mellitus seen during the reporting period. The performance period for this measure is 12 months. 
This measure may be reported by clinicians who perform the quality actions described in the 
measure based on the services provided and the measure-specific denominator coding.   
 
Measure Reporting via Claims:  
Line-item ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, G-codes, and patient demographics are used to 
identify patients who are included in the measure’s denominator. CPT Category II codes are used 
to report the numerator of the measure.  
 
When reporting the measure via claims, submit the listed ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes, CPT codes, 
G-codes, and the appropriate CPT Category II code OR the CPT Category II code with the 
modifier. The modifiers allowed for this measure are: 1P- medical reasons, 8P- reason not 
otherwise specified. All measure-specific coding should be reported ON THE SAME CLAIM.     
 
NUMERATOR: 
Patients who received a foot exam (visual inspection, sensory exam with monofilament, or pulse 
exam) 
  

Numerator Quality-Data Coding Options for Reporting Satisfactorily: 
 Foot Exam Performed 
 CPT II 2028F: Foot examination performed (includes examination through visual 
 inspection, sensory exam with monofilament, and pulse exam – report when any of the 
 three components are completed)    
OR  

Foot Exam not Performed for Medical Reason 
Append a modifier (1P) to CPT Category II code 2028F to report documented 
circumstances that appropriately exclude patients from the denominator.  
2028F with 1P: Documentation of medical reason for not performing foot exam (i.e.,  
  patient with bilateral foot/leg amputation) 

OR 
Foot Exam not Performed, Reason not Specified  
Append a reporting modifier (8P) to CPT Category II code 2028F to report circumstances 
when the action described in the numerator is not performed and the reason is not 
otherwise specified.  
2028F with 8P:  Foot exam was not performed, reason not otherwise specified 
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DENOMINATOR:  
Patients aged 18 through 75 years with a diagnosis of diabetes  
 

Denominator Criteria (Eligible Cases): 
Patients aged 18 through 75 years on date of encounter 
AND 
Diagnosis for diabetes (line-item ICD-9-CM): 250.00, 250.01, 250.02, 250.03, 250.10, 
250.11, 250.12, 250.13, 250.20, 250.21, 250.22, 250.23, 250.30, 250.31, 250.32, 250.33, 
250.40, 250.41, 250.42, 250.43, 250.50, 250.51, 250.52, 250.53, 250.60, 250.61, 250.62, 
250.63, 250.70, 250.71, 250.72, 250.73, 250.80, 250.81, 250.82, 250.83, 250.90, 250.91, 
250.92, 250.93, 357.2, 362.01, 362.02, 362.03, 362.04, 362.05, 362.06, 362.07, 366.41, 
648.00, 648.01, 648.02, 648.03, 648.04  
AND  
Patient encounter during the reporting period (CPT or HCPCS): 97802, 97803, 97804, 
99201, 99202, 99203, 99204, 99205, 99212, 99213, 99214, 99215, 99304, 99305, 99306, 
99307, 99308, 99309, 99310, 99324, 99325, 99326, 99327, 99328, 99334, 99335, 99336, 
99337, 99341, 99342, 99343, 99344, 99345, 99347, 99348, 99349, 99350, G0270, G0271 

RATIONALE: 
The most common consequences of diabetic neuropathy are amputation and foot ulceration (ADA, 
2006).  In developed countries, up to five percent of diabetic patients have foot ulcers (IDF, 2005).  
One in every six diabetics will have an ulcer during their lifetime (IDF, 2005). Amputation and foot 
ulceration are also major causes of morbidity and mortality.  One half to 80% of all amputations are 
diabetes-related (Mayfield, 1998; Reiber, 1995; ADA, 2001; Unwin, 2000).The risk of ulcers or 
amputations increases the longer someone has diabetes. Early recognition and management of 
risk factors can prevent or delay adverse outcomes (ADA, 2006).   

CLINICAL RECOMMENDATION STATEMENTS: 
American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists/American College of Endocrinology (AACE/ACE) 
and American Diabetes Association (ADA) recommend that a foot examination (visual inspection, 
sensory exam, and pulse exam) be performed during an initial assessment. 
 
AACE/ACE (2002) recommends that a foot examination be a part of every follow-up assessment 
visit, which should occur quarterly. 
 
ADA (2004) recommends that all individuals with diabetes should receive an annual foot 
examination to identify high-risk foot conditions. This examination should include assessment of 
protective sensation, foot structure and biomechanics, vascular status, and skin integrity. 
 
The ADA (2004) recommends that people with one or more high-risk foot conditions should be 
evaluated more frequently for the development of additional risk factors. People with neuropathy 
should have a visual inspection of their feet at every contact with a health care professional.  
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